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HAMSTER DROPPINGS

320 2ND #2H

EUREKA, CALIFORNIA 95501

By DON CHIN

Hello again everybody—Don Chin
here with another installment of our
wild letter column!

Par, Herb and | returned recently
from our California Hams-Tour and
had a terrific time. Our sincere thanks
to those of you we met and to the
store owners and workers for putting
up with us. We'd especially like to
thank Dennis Owens and his family
for letting the troublesome trio stay at
their beautiful house in Long Beach...
they did more than buy us lunch—
they fixed dinner and breakfast too!

It was a trip Parsonavich will never
forget—he was surrounded by police
at a miniature golf course because
someone reported Par was carrying a
gun!

Of course, he didn't have one in his
famous trenchcoat, and they let him
go. (I should have planted one on him,
now that | think about it.)

Herb and | had a good time in San
Diego getting lost, eating nachos and
hot dogs for breakfast. We also went
up to the 14th and top story of our
hotel and walked around outside In
the dark at midnight. We engaged in
some pretty hairy motorized squirt
gun fights with Par caught in the
middle! We quit when Par threatened
to touch us.

| met a bunch of swell, neat-o
peachy keen folks at the San Diego
Con like Sam Kieth (Mage); Kevin
Eastman, Peter Laird and Steve
Lavigne (Ninja Turtles, and surprise!
They don't hate us after alll); Dwayne
Ferguson (Hamster Vice); Jim Smith
(Borls The Bear); Mark Wayne Harris
(Street Wolf); Cliff Mac Gillivray (Man
of Rust; Dave Sim and Gerhard
(Cerebus); Mike Baron (Nexus/
Badger); Don Simpson (Megaton
Man/Border Worlds); and Paul Fricke,
Scott Beaderstadt and Brian
Augustyn (Trollords).

Take it from me—these people are
nice and they put out great books—I
heartily recommend them all. (Yes,
even Boris The Bear, even though he
did barbeque the hamsters...|ust
wait 'til CLINT gets wind of the
news..!)

| also really enjoyed taking in some
movies (Alfens, Howard the Duck) with
Fred Burke, Althaea Yronwode, and
Mikey Dringenberg. And, of course,
Eclipse's own Dean, Cat, Sean, David
and Jim Friel were as pleasant to be
with as always!

Our next personal stop will be
November 14-16 at the Dallas Fantasy
Fair in Texas. We hope to see all of our
southwest readers there!

Well, by now you should have
picked up ARBBH 3-D #1 and 2, as well
as Clint #—so0...what do you think?
Please write us and let us know how
we're doing, and what you'd like to
see!

We're pleased to announce that the
demand for ARBBH #1 has sent it into
a second printing, so hopefully new
readers will be able to pick it up
without throwing down a lot of money.
Copies of the second printing were
released in July...thanks for the
support!

This month you should be seeing
Clint #2, and ARBBH 3-D #3, written by
myself, John Dooley and Mike Stengl!
and drawn by Torn Sutton of Star Trek
and Grimjack fame! And of course,
the thrilling optical effects are
brought to you, as always, by the
Wizard of depth Ray Zone! (This story
was supposed to be our color Hallo-
ween Special that | told you about last
time, but is now presented in bone-
chilling 3-D, but that doesn’t mean we
won't ever be seeing the fab four in
color. Keep your eyes tuned here next
time for more detalls as they develop!)

And while we're on the topic of 3-D,
this Christmas Chuck Fiala, Ray Zone
and | will bring you a very special three
dimensional fourth issue! We call it “A
Hamster Holiday." Chuck is one of
fandom'’s favorite ‘funny animal’ car-
toonists, delighting the audience of
The Comic Reader for years with his
creation, Bullet Crow—Fow! of For-
tune. | think you're really going to like
this one!

Naive Inter-Rimensional Comman-
do Koalas #1 (NICK for short) is out by
that nutty team of Sean Deming and
Danny Green! NICK #1 features a
cameo appearance by Clint, Chuck,

Jackie and Bruce right after they
break out of prison in ARBBH #3. Read
the Koalas and find out how the Ham-
sters picked up their RV (Rodent Vehi-
cle). The correct way to read the
stories is as follows:

1. ARBBH #3

2. NICK #1

3. ARBBH 3-D #2

4, ARBBH 3-D #3

5. ARBBH #4
(Boy—this is getting more confus-
ing than Marvel's Mutant massacre,
ain't it?)

Also, we have our sharp, black
HAMS-TOUR 86 t-shirts available. This
is a very limited shirt—only 100 were
printed. Please see the ad this issue for
ordering information. Stump your
friends and family when you wear it!

Coming to a comic book or fantasy-
gaming store near you Is the premiere
set of Adolescent Radloactivé Black
Belt Hamster lead gaming miniatures
sculpted by Dark Horse. These are the
same people who design the terrific
Groo and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle
figures. Caution: do not eat these lead
miniatures—If you do, your big toe will
turn into a #2 pencil. You have been
warned.

Coming along slowly but surely is a
special (tentatively titled) Hamsters
Against Hunger benefit book where ail
proceeds made by the book will go to
CARE. It's being put together by Sean
Deming and |, and will feature art and
story by many of the best talents in the
comic book business. It's still in the
planning stages, so don't bug your
store dealer about it until he screams,
“I DON'T KNOW WHEN IT'S COMING
OUT! AAAUUUGGH!"

To answer all questions about who
will be the regular artist of ARBBH (the
black and white version), it is the one
and only, the original Parsonavich. Par
is still going to college, so | don't think
he can handle a bi-monthly schedule.
for awhile, but we will try to do four
issues a year. On the other hand, since |
Just graduated, I've had enough time to
write a LOT of Hamsters books lately,
and it works out to an equivalent of
10-plus issues a year.

For those of you who enjoyed the



work of Herb Wood, don't fret—he's
still around. Herb and | are doing a
superherofadventure/ comedy title for
Blackthorne Publishing called Freak-
QOut On Infant Earths, featuring over 15
new heroes! It's a 12-issue bi-monthly
series starting in December. We hope
you'll check it out,

Oh no! “The Hamsters were in
Jeopardy?!” That's right, folks...but
they weren't in trouble...they were
mentioned on national TV October 3rd
in a comic book question on the game
show Jeopardy! (Along with some
guys named ‘The Fantastic Four’ and
‘The DNAgents.") Wow ...do you think
Vanna just might secretly read
ARBBH whenever she's not turning
letters?

Oh no! “Hamster Underoos!?” Uh,
not quite, but we are working on some
new neat stuff that we and your local
comic book store will be selling early
next year. Ask your retailer about the
upcoming affordable ARBBH full-color
t-shirt and tote-bags coming out from
Head-Turner productions! Reserve
yours today—both feature a knock-
out picture of Chuck, Bruce, Jackie
and Clint by fan-favorite Ty
Templeton! Yow!

And hey, while we're at it, let's all
go for the glory, okay? I'm talking
about the pinnacle of fame, hers! We
sent David Letterman copies of 3-D #1
and Clint #1 and he still (as of this
writing) hasn't mentloned us in his
‘Viewer Mail Segment' on Thursday
nights, even though he is /n these
books. Well, we're a bit disappointed,
but not about ready to send Clint out
after Dave and Paul and the Band with
his Uzi. Clint likes Dave too much to
do that...but he js thinking about
using a BB gun.

What we'd like you to do is to write
to Dave and ask him to say something
about ARBBH on his show. Tell him
that if he’s really desperate for guests
that Par and | will fly out to New York
City and personally toss Brother Theo-
dore off of the Empire State Build-
ing...just for laughs. The address Is:

Late Night With David Letierman
c/o NBC-TV

30 Rockefeller Plaza

New York, NY 10020

Your letters will make a difference!
Thanks!

Special Thanks Dept: To Jeff
Rabkin of Beachead Comics in Allen-
town, PA for providing us with some
great back cover quotes for 3-D #1 and
Mike Dringenberg for his gorgeous
Star Wars spoof cover painting on 3-D
#2...kudos, fellas!

And now, without any commercial
interruptions, we proudly present this
issue’s letters:

Dear Chin and Parsonavich,

ARBBH is truly a once-in-a-lifetime
comic. At first look, it appeared to be
nothing more than a cheap ploy to
make money off of the Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtle craze, but it has developed
a life of its own. As if that were not
enough, it also remained funny after
the first issuel!!!

Is there still, by any chance, a bowl!
of cosmic jello out there somewhere?
How does it taste?

Loyal reader and true believer,

Tom Parker
St. Paul, MN

Sorry fo disappoint you, Tom, but
ARBBH IS nothing more than a cheap
ploy to make money off of the Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles. And how does
cosmic jello TASTE? With its TONGUE,
of course!

Hey Don,

Is there any truth to the rumor that
the cover on ARBBH #3 was submitted
by a hot new artist who is known only
as “Gumby"'?

Elvis Orten
Dawson Springs, KY

Actually, Elvis, Gumby was too busy
trying to peel himself off of the floor, so
we got Parsonavich to do #3's cover in-
stead. By the way, thanks to photog-
rapher Peter Palmquist for shooting
the sculpture so nicely.

Dear Chin and Parsonavich,

Well, | really enjoyed ARBBH #1. Ad-
mittedly, | was rather skeptical at first
when | picked it up for a whopping $5 at
the Boston Creation Con, but it seemed
attractive enough, It has since earned a
place of respect in my (weird) comic
book collection. Despite any criticism
from other readers concerning the
overall presentation of ARBBH #, |
found Iits slightly lowerthan-profes-
sional look to be very pleasing. And
hey, Parscnavich's portraitures of the
Hamsters (although resembling mildly
battered, oversized Airedale fetuses) is
fantastically comical! Good job on
ARBBH #2, too.

On another note, ARBBH #3 was
great (especially the sculptured cover
art) but Wood and Dringenberg's art
style left something to be desired. In
fact, quite a bit. The hamsters don't
look quite right as, well... hamsters
(Clint in particular). | mean, their work is
nice, but to tell you the truth, | was
quite relieved to see some good ol' Par-
sonavich art on pages 21-22, and even

more so on “Return of the Yeti" to see
the guys back to reasonable facsimi-
lies of their former selves.

Lastly, the 3D ARBBH issue was
fantastic! I'm looking forward to 3-D
ARBBH #2.

‘Til the last issue and beyond,

Keith J. Sereby
Pawtucket, RI

Dear Chin and Parsonavich,
Hamsters!! Ninja stuffll Special
guest appearance by the Badgers
uniform!! Clint sings “Demolition
Man"!l! All this and Play-Dough
Hamsters on the cover. Incredible! This
is truly more fun than humans were
meant to have. Keep up the good work.
Ya'll take it easy,
Stephen Wood
Blue Ridge, GA

Dear Sir:

The Adolescent Radicactive Black
Belt Hamsters is a silly, silly comic
book. In fact, its sophmoric attempts at
humor only serve to confuse the fact
that it is devoid of plot and virtually
alien to characterization.

| won't even mention Chin's relent-
less, pathological need to pun. Yes, yes
| will mention it. Chin has a relentless,
pathological need to pun.

Fortunately, Parsonavich's artwork
manages to obscure Chin's short-
comings. In fact, it could obscure just
about anything. | mean, do these guys
look like hamsters to you? And if
they're not hamsters, just what the
heck are they? TV dinners?

Of course, none of this even tangen-
tially deals with the embarrassment of
finding you've spent $1.50 to see
somebody rip off somebody else's
mediocre idea.

And | don't even want to talk about
the fact that It's in black and white.

The whole project makes me ques-
tion U.S. immigration laws. Can't we
give these people a “quality” fest or
something?

By the way, do you think you'll be
going color soon? | think that would be

pretty neat.
Cordially,
An Obviously Important
Comic Book Critic
Somewhere in
Richmond, VA
Chin,

I've been in a hardcore band called
The Combat Hamsters. When | first
saw your mag when my girlfriend gave
me one, | flipped.

The Board has decided to let you
live. We are me, Mike (Spike), lead gui-
tar; Chuck Bonzai, lead vocals and



rhythm guitar; Paul (John Thomas),
bass; and Rob on drums. A guy named
Jim is going to start doing some lead
vocals soon. Watch for our forth-
coming cassette, Road Pizza.

When | saw that you are from Eure-
ka, | flipped again. Do you guys know
“Watt's Bald Head"? How ’bout that
guy from “Poor Man’s James Bond"?

| work in a supermarket part-time
and you can tell Parsonavich that I've
cleaned up vomit twice.

Keep up the good work—If you want,
Il charge a lot to do your cover
sometime.

Mike (Thrash 4-ever) Meley
Mountville, PA

Honest, | don't make these letters
up—they're for real!

Dear Chin and Parsonavich:

| used to collect comics two years
ago. Then | said to myself, “‘Boy, com-
ics are starting to get boring...!"

So guess what? | quit. Then two
weeks ago, was | in fora surprise. | was
waiting for a friend at a train station,
and | happened to glance at a news-
stand and saw ARBBH #1. Since | was
bored to death walting, | picked up a
copy of ARBBH. Hah! | was cracking
up over there—half of the people
thought | was crazy!

And | thought comics were boring.
Now guess what happened...? I'm
back to comic collecting all because of
one comic...!! SHEESH!!

(Don't worry, | have all your issues of
ARBBH. In fact, | have three copies of
#1. What in the world am | going to tell
my mom now?!? |1 am back to comic
collecting because of one stupid
book?)

Richard Chang
Westbury, NY

Dear Brothers Chin
and Parsonavich:

Thank you very much for the comic
books that you sent me to look at. It
was greatly appreciated.

Your friend,
Stevie Wonder

And there it is, sports fans. Keep
those cards and letters a-comin’ to us,
and thanks for reading. 'Til next time,
have a great autumn and God Bless,

Don Chin

A TWO PART HAMSTER MINI -SERIES
BY DONALD CHIN WITH KEN MEYER, R.
AND MIKE DRINGENDBERG.
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STIG'S INFERNO

REID FLEMING
WORLD'S TOUGHEST MILKMAN

CROSSFIRE
TALES OF THE BEANWORLD
PORTIA PRINZ OF THE GLAMAZONS
FUSION
THE DREAMERY
P. J. WARLOCK
ENCHANTER

ADOLESCENT RADIOACTIVE
BLACK BELT HAMSTERS

NAIVE INTERDIMENSIONAL
COMMANDO KOALAS

GUERILLA GROUNDHOG
ELF THING
KITZ AND KATZ
SPACED
GIANT-SIZE MINI-COMICS
CALIFORNIA GIRLS
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